
2 Peter – Introduction
Canonicity and Authenticity

Ecclesiastical History – Eusebius (c. AD 260 – c. 340)

Book 3, Chapter 25:

(1)  This appears to be the proper place to give a summary statement of the books of the
New Testament already mentioned. And here among the first must be placed the holy
quaternion of the Gospels; these are followed by The Book of the Acts of the Apostles;
(2)  after  this  must  be  mentioned  the  epistles  of  Paul,  which  are  followed  by  the
acknowledged First Epistle of John, as also the first of Peter,  to be admitted in like
manner.  After these  are to be placed,  if  proper,  the Revelation of John, concerning
which  we  shall  offer  the  different  opinions  in  due  time.  (3)  These,  then,  are
acknowledged as genuine.

Among the disputed books, although they are known and approved by many, is reputed, that called the
Epistle of  James and Jude. Also the Second Epistle of  Peter and those called the Second and Third of
John, whether they are of  the evangelist or of  some other of  the same name.  (4) Among the spurious
must be numbered both the books called the Acts of Paul and that called Pastor, and the
Revelation of Peter. Beside these, the books called the Epistles of Barnabas and what are
called the Institutions of the Apostles. Moreover, as I said before, if it should appear
right, the Revelation of John, which some, as before said, reject but others rank among
the genuine. (5) There are also some who number among these the gospel according to
the Hebrews,  which those  of  the Hebrews who have  received Christ  are  particularly
delighted.

(6) These may be said to be all concerning which there is any dispute. We have, however,
necessarily added here a catalogue of these also, in order to distinguish those that are
true, genuine, and well-authenticated, writings from those others which are not only not
embodied in the canon but likewise disputed, notwithstanding that they are recognized
by most ecclesiastical writers.  Thus, we may have it in our power to know both these books and
those that are adduced by the heretics under the name of  the apostles, such, namely, as compose the gospels
of  Peter, Thomas, Matthew, and others beside them or such as contain the Acts of  the Apostles by
Andrew,  John,  and  others,  of  which  no  one  of  those  writers  in  the  ecclesiastical  succession  has
condescended to make any mention in his works. (7) Indeed, the character of the style itself is
very different from that of the apostles, and the sentiment and the purport of those
things that are advanced in them, deviating as far as possible from sound orthodoxy,
evidently proves they are fictions of heretical men. Therefore, they are to be ranked not
only  among  the  spurious  writings,  but  are  to  be  rejected  as  altogether  absurd  and
impious. Let us now proceed to the continuation of our history.

Page 1 of 8



Book 6, Chapter 12:

(1) Serapion [Bishop of Antioch, c. AD 191-211], it is probable, left many monuments of
his  application  to  learning  which  are  preserved  by  others,  but  only  those  that  are
addressed to Domninus have come down to us. He was one of those who had fallen
away from the faith at the time of the persecution and relapsed into Jewish superstition.
Some epistles, also, he addressed to Pontus and Caricus, ecclesiastical writers, and many
others to others. (2) There was also another work composed by him on the Gospel of
Peter, as it is called, which he wrote to refute the false assertions the Gospel of Peter
contained, on account of some in the church of Rhosse, who by this work were led
astray to perverted doctrines. It may be well to add some brief extracts, by which it may
be seen what he thought of the book:

(3) “We, brethren,” said he, “receive Peter and the other apostles as Christ himself, but those writings
which falsely go under their name, as we are well acquainted with them, we reject, and know also, that we
have not received such handed down to us. (4) But when I came to you, I had supposed that all
held to the true faith; and as I had not perused the gospel presented by them under the
name of Peter, I said, 'If this be the only thing that creates difference among you, let it
be read;' but now having understood from what was said to me, that their minds were
enveloped in some heresy, I will make haste to come to you again; therefore, brethren,
expect me soon. (5) But as we perceived what was the heresy of Marcianus, we plainly
saw that he ignorantly contradicted himself, which things you may learn from what has
been written to you. (6) For we have borrowed this gospel from others, who have studied
it,  that is,  from the successors of those who led the way before him, whom we call
Docetae, (for most opinions have sprung from this sect). And in this we have discovered
many things, added to the sound faith of our Savior; some also, attached that are foreign
to  it,  and which  we have  also  subjoined for  your  sake.”  Thus  far  of  the  works  of
Serapion. 

Book 6, Chapter 25:

(7) In the fifth book of his commentaries on John, the same author [Origen, c. AD 184
– c. 253] wrote as follows: “He being well fitted to be a minister of the New Testament,
Paul, I mean a minister not of the letter but of the spirit; who, after spreading the gospel
from Jerusalem and the country around as far as Illyricum, did not even write to all the
churches to which he preached but even to those to whom he wrote he only sent a few
lines. (8) But Peter, upon whom the church of  Christ is built, against which the gates of  hell shall not
prevail, has left one epistle undisputed. Suppose, also, the second was left by him, for on this there is some
doubt.
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On Baptism - Tertullian (c. AD 155 – c. 220-240)

Chapter 17. Of the Power of Conferring Baptism

[I]f the writings which wrongly go under Paul's name, claim Thecla's example as a license
for women's teaching and baptizing, let them know that, in Asia, the presbyter who composed that
writing, as if  he were augmenting Paul's fame from his own store, after being convicted, and confessing
that he had done it from love of  Paul, was removed from his office.

Letter to the Romans - St. Ignatius of  Antioch (c. AD 35 – c. 108)

Chapter 4. Sacrifice as True Discipleship

(1) I am writing to all the churches and am insisting to everyone that I die for God of
my own free will – unless you hinder me. I implore you: do not be unseasonably kind to
me. Let me be food for the wild beasts, through whom I can reach God. I am God's
wheat, and I am being ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, so that I may prove to be
pure bread. (2) Better yet, coax the wild beasts, so that they become my tomb and leave
nothing of my body behind, lest I become a burden to anyone once I have fallen asleep.
Then I will truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ, when the world will no longer see my
body. Pray to the Lord on my behalf, so that through these instruments I may prove to
be a sacrifice to God. (3) I do not give you orders like Peter and Paul: they were apostles, I am a
convict; they were free, but I am even now still a slave. But if I suffer, I will be a freedman of Jesus
Christ and will rise up free in him. In the meantime, as a prisoner I am learning to
desire nothing.

Letter to the Corinthians - St. Clement of  Rome (c. AD 96)

Chapter 42. Proper Order: From Apostles to Bishops and Deacons

(1) The apostles received the gospel for us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus the Christ
was sent forth from God. (2) So then Christ is from God, and the apostles are from
Christ. Both, therefore, came of the will of God in good order. (3) Having therefore
received their orders and being fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
and full of faith in the word of God, they went forth with the firm assurance that the
Holy Spirit gives, preaching the good news that the kingdom of God was about to come.
(4) So, preaching both in the country and in the towns, they appointed their first fruits,
when they had tested them by the Spirit,  to be bishops and deacons for the future
believers.  (5)  And this  was  no new thing they did,  for  indeed something had been
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written  about  bishops  and  deacons  many  years  ago;  for  somewhere  thus  says  the
scripture:  “I will  appoint their  bishops in righteousness and their  deacons in faith.”
[Isaiah 60:17, LXX]

Chapter 45. Good and Bad Responses to God's Order

(1) Be competitive and zealous, brothers, but about the things that relate to salvation. (2)
You have searched the holy scriptures [iJera;V grafavV], which are true, which were given by the Holy
Spirit; (3) you know that nothing unrighteous or counterfeit is written in them . . . 

Chapter 47.

(1) Take up the epistle of the blessed Paul the apostle. (2) What did he first write to you
in the beginning of the gospel? (3) Truly he wrote to you in Spirit about himself and Cephas
and Apollos, because even then you had split into factions.

Canons of  the Council of  Laodicea (c. AD 363-364)

Canon 59.

No psalms composed by private individuals nor any uncanonical books may be read in
the church, but only the Canonical Books of the Old and New Testaments.

Canon 60.

These are all the books of Old Testament appointed to be read: 1, Genesis of the world;
2, The Exodus from Egypt; 3, Leviticus; 4, Numbers; 5, Deuteronomy; 6, Joshua, the son
of Nun; 7, Judges, Ruth; 8, Esther; 9, Of the Kings, First and Second; 10, Of the Kings,
Third and Fourth; 11, Chronicles, First and Second; 12, Esdras, First and Second; 13,
The Book of Psalms; 14, The Proverbs of Solomon; 15, Ecclesiastes; 16, The Song of
Songs;  17,  Job;  18,  The  Twelve  Prophets;  19,  Isaiah;  20,  Jeremiah,  and  Baruch,  the
Lamentations, and the Epistle; 21, Ezekiel; 22, Daniel.

And these are the books of the New Testament: Four Gospels, according to Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John; The Acts of the Apostles; Seven Catholic Epistles, to wit, one of
James,  two of  Peter,  three of John, one of Jude; Fourteen Epistles of Paul, one to the
Romans, two to the Corinthians, one to the Galatians, one to the Ephesians, one to the
Philippians, one to the Colossians, two to the Thessalonians, one to the Hebrews, two to
Timothy, one to Titus, and one to Philemon.
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39  th   Festal Letter (AD 367) – St. Athanasius of  Alexandria (c. AD 296 – May 2,
373)

3.  In  proceeding  to  make mention of  these  things,  I  shall  adopt,  to  commend my
undertaking, the pattern of Luke the Evangelist, saying on my own account: 'Forasmuch
as some have taken in hand [Luke 1:1],' to reduce into order for themselves the books
termed apocryphal, and to mix them up with the divinely inspired Scripture, concerning which we
have been fully persuaded, as they who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of  the Word,
delivered  to  the  fathers;  it  seemed good to me also,  having been urged thereto by true
brethren, and having learned from the beginning, to set before you the books included
in the Canon, and handed down, and accredited as Divine; to the end that any one who
has fallen into error may condemn those who have led him astray; and that he who has
continued steadfast  in  purity  may again rejoice,  having these  things  brought  to  his
remembrance.

4. There are, then, of the Old Testament, twenty-two books in number; for, as I have
heard, it is handed down that this is the number of the letters among the Hebrews; their
respective order and names being as follows. The first is Genesis,  then Exodus, next
Leviticus, after that Numbers, and then Deuteronomy. Following these there is Joshua,
the son of Nun, then Judges, then Ruth. And again, after these four books of Kings [1 &
2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings, numbered as 1, 2, 3, & 4 Kings in Greek usage], the first and
second being reckoned as one book, and so likewise the third and fourth as one book.
And again, the first and second of the Chronicles are reckoned as one book. Again Ezra,
the first and second are similarly one book [Ezra and Nehemiah]. After these there is the
book of Psalms, then the Proverbs, next Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs. Job follows,
then the Prophets, the twelve being reckoned as one book. Then Isaiah, one book, then
Jeremiah with Baruch, Lamentations, and the epistle, one book; afterwards, Ezekiel and
Daniel, each one book. Thus far constitutes the Old Testament.

5. Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New Testament. These are, the
four Gospels, according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the
Apostles and the seven Epistles (called Catholic), of James, one;  of  Peter, two; of John,
three; after these, one of Jude. In addition, there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in
this order. The first, to the Romans; then two to the Corinthians; after these, to the
Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to the Colossians; after
these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy;
one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John.

6. These are fountains of salvation, that they who thirst may be satisfied with the living
words they contain. In these alone is proclaimed the doctrine of godliness. Let no man
add to these, neither let him take ought from these. For concerning these the Lord put
to  shame  the  Sadducees,  and  said,  'You  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures.'  And  He
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reproved the Jews, saying, 'Search the Scriptures, for these are they that testify of Me
[Matthew 22:29; John 5:39.]'

7. But for greater exactness I add this also, writing of necessity; that there are other
books besides these not indeed included in the Canon, but appointed by the Fathers to
be read by those who newly join us,  and who wish for  instruction in the word of
godliness. The Wisdom of Solomon, and the Wisdom of Sirach, and Esther, and Judith,
and Tobit, and that which is called the Teaching of the Apostles, and the Shepherd. But
the former, my brethren, are included in the Canon, the latter being [merely] read; nor
is there in any place a mention of apocryphal writings. But they are an invention of
heretics, who write them when they choose, bestowing upon them their approbation,
and assigning to them a date, that so, using them as ancient writings, they may find
occasion to lead astray the simple.

Concerning  the  Genuine  Books  of  the  Divinely  Inspired  Scripture -  St.
Gregory the Theologian (c. AD 329 – January 25, 390)

[composed in iambic verse]
The divine oracles should always on the tongue and in the mind
be rehearsed. For God will indeed give a reward for this labor,
so that you may obtain light from anything hidden, or, what is far better,
that you may be spurred by God to greater purity,
and thirdly, be called away from the cares of the world by such study.
But let not extraneous books seduce your mind.
For many malignant writings have been disseminated.
Accept, o friend, this my approved number.
These are all twelve of the historical books,
of the most ancient Hebrew wisdom:
First there is Genesis, then Exodus, Leviticus too.
Then Numbers, and the Second Law.
Then Joshua and Judges. Ruth is eighth. 
The ninth and tenth books the acts of Kings,
and [the eleventh is] Chronicles. Last you have Ezra.
The poetic books are five: Job being first,
then [the Psalms of] David; and three of Solomon,
Ecclesiastes, Canticles and Proverbs.
And similarly five of prophetic inspiration.
There are the Twelve written in one book:
Hosea and Amos, and Micah the third;
then Joel, and Jonah, Obadiah,
Nahum also, and Habakkuk, and Zephaniah,
Haggai, then Zechariah, and Malachi.
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All these are one. The second is of Isaiah.
Then the one called as an infant, Jeremiah,
Then Ezekiel, and the gift of Daniel.
I count therefore, twenty-two of the ancient books,
corresponding to the number of the Hebrew letters.
Now count also those of the new mystery.
Matthew wrote the miracles of Christ for the Hebrews,
Mark for Italy, Luke for Greece,
John for all, the great herald, who walked in the heavens.
Then the acts of the wise apostles.
Of Paul there are fourteen epistles.
And the seven catholic, [which include] one of James,
two of  Peter, three of John also;
and Jude is the seventh. You have them all.
And if there are any beyond these, they are not genuine.

Canons of  the Council of  Carthage (August 28, 397)

Canon 24.

It was also determined that besides the Canonical Scriptures nothing be read in the
Church under the title of divine Scriptures. The Canonical Scriptures are these: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua the son of Nun, Judges, Ruth, four
books of Kings [1 & 2 Samuel and 1 & 2 Kings], two books of Paraleipomena [1 & 2
Chronicles], Job, the Psalter, five books of Solomon, the books of the twelve prophets,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Tobit, Judith, Esther, two books of Esdras [Ezra and
Nehemiah],  two books of the Maccabees.  Of the New Testament: four books of the
Gospels, one book of the Acts of the Apostles, thirteen Epistles of the Apostle Paul, one
epistle of the same to the Hebrews, two Epistles of  the Apostle Peter, three of John, one of
James, one of Jude, one book of the Apocalypse of John. Let this be made known also to
our  brother  and  fellow-priest  Boniface,  or  to  other  bishops  of  those  parts,  for  the
purpose of confirming that Canon. because we have received from our fathers that those
books must be read in the Church. Let it also be allowed that the Passions of Martyrs be
read when their festivals are kept.

Early Christianity and Its Sacred Literature (2000) – Lee Martin McDonald &
Stalney E. Porter

2 Peter and Jude:

Scholarship has recently experienced a revival of interest in 2 Peter and Jude because
they raise a number of issues regarding the shape and formation of the NT.
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1. Authorship of 1 Peter

a.  Pseudonymous  Authorship.  The  majority  of  scholars  believe  that  2  Peter  is
pseudonymous.  Six  major  factors  point  in  this  direction.  (1)  Second  Peter  is
apparently dependent on Jude. A synopsis of 2 Peter and Jude shows that 2 Peter
has apparently borrowed and/or adapted nineteen of the twenty-five verses of Jude
(Jude 4-13, 16-18 in 2 Peter 2:1-18; 3:1-3). This may not be problematic in itself,
but Peter was supposed to be one of the closest disciples of Jesus. If this is so and
if  Peter  is  the  apostle  who stands  behind Mark's  Gospel  (illustrating that  his
memory was perfectly capable of recounting what had happened earlier in his
life), it is difficult to understand his dependence upon Jude.

b. Traditional Authorship. (1) Regarding literary dependence, as Knight rightly notes,
there are five possibilities for the relationship between Jude and 2 Peter, each of
them attracting  advocates:  (a)  Jude  is  dependent  upon 2  Peter,  (b)  2  Peter  is
dependent on Jude, (c) one interpolated the other, (d) both are dependent on a
common source, and (e) both have a common author. Most scholars opt for the
second, but as Neyrey says, “they have by no means proven it,” since the evidence
can be seen to support arguments  on all  sides.  Indeed,  some of the statistical
information leaves the question of priority seemingly unprovable.
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