
Letter to the Ephesians - St. Ignatius of  Antioch (AD 108)

Chapter 10. Response to Maltreatment

Pray continually for the rest of  mankind as well, that they may find God, for there is in them hope 
for repentance. Therefore allow them to be instructed by you, at least by your deeds. In response to 
their anger, be gentle; in response to their boasts, be humble; in response to their slander, offer 
prayers; in response to their errors, be steadfast in the faith; in response to their cruelty, be civilized; 
do not be eager to imitate them. Let us show by our forbearance that we are their brothers and 
sisters, and let us be eager to be imitators of  the Lord, to see who can be the more wronged, who 
the more cheated, who the more rejected, in order that no weed of  the devil may be found among 
you, but that with complete purity and self-control you may abide in Christ Jesus physically and 
spiritually.

Embassy for the Christians - Athenagoras of  Athens (c. AD 176-177)

Chapter 11. The Moral Teaching of  the Christians Repels the Charge Brought Against Them.

If  I go minutely into the particulars of  our doctrine, let it not surprise you. It is that you may not be 
carried away by the popular and irrational opinion, but may have the truth clearly before you. For 
presenting the opinions themselves to which we adhere, as being not human but uttered and taught 
by God, we shall be able to persuade you not to think of  us as atheists. What, then, are those 
teachings in which we are brought up? I say unto you, Love your enemies; bless them that curse you; 
pray for them that persecute you; that you may be the sons of  your Father who is in heaven, who 
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust. [Luke 6:27-
28; Matthew 5:44-45] Allow me here to lift up my voice boldly in loud and audible outcry, pleading 
as I do before philosophic princes. For who of  those that reduce syllogisms, and clear up 
ambiguities, and explain etymologies, or of  those who teach homonyms and synonyms, and 
predicaments and axioms, and what is the subject and what the predicate, and who promise their 
disciples by these and such like instructions to make them happy: who of  them have so purged their 
souls as, instead of  hating their enemies, to love them; and, instead of  speaking ill of  those who 
have reviled them (to abstain from which is of  itself  an evidence of  no mean forbearance), to bless 
them; and to pray for those who plot against their lives? On the contrary, they never cease with evil 
intent to search out skillfully the secrets of  their art, and are ever bent on working some ill, making 
the art of  words and not the exhibition of  deeds their business and profession. But among us you 
will find uneducated persons, and artisans, and old women, who, if  they are unable in words to prove
the benefit of  our doctrine, yet by their deeds exhibit the benefit arising from their persuasion of  its 
truth: they do not rehearse speeches, but exhibit good works; when struck, they do not strike again; 
when robbed, they do not go to law; they give to those that ask of  them, and love their neighbors as 
themselves.

Chapter 35. The Christians Condemn and Detest All Cruelty.

What man of  sound mind, therefore, will affirm, while such is our character, that we are murderers? 
For we cannot eat human flesh till we have killed some one. The former charge, therefore, being 
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false, if  any one should ask them in regard to the second, whether they have seen what they assert, 
not one of  them would be so barefaced as to say that he had. And yet we have slaves, some more 
and some fewer, by whom we could not help being seen; but even of  these, not one has been found 
to invent even such things against us. For when they know that we cannot endure even to see a man 
put to death, though justly; who of  them can accuse us of  murder or cannibalism? Who does not 
reckon among the things of  greatest interest the contests of  gladiators and wild beasts, especially 
those which are given by you? But we, deeming that to see a man put to death is much the same as 
killing him, have abjured such spectacles. How, then, when we do not even look on, lest we should 
contract guilt and pollution, can we put people to death? And when we say that those women who 
use drugs to bring on abortion commit murder, and will have to give an account to God for the 
abortion, on what principle should we commit murder? For it does not belong to the same person to
regard the very fetus in the womb as a created being, and therefore an object of  God's care, and 
when it has passed into life, to kill it; and not to expose an infant, because those who expose them 
are chargeable with child-murder, and on the other hand, when it has been reared to destroy it. But 
we are in all things always alike and the same, submitting ourselves to reason, and not ruling over it.

Apology of  Aristides – Aristides the Athenian (c. AD 126)

15. And their oppressors they [Christians] appease (lit: comfort) and make them their friends; 
they do good to their enemies; and their women, O King, are pure as virgins, and their daughters are
modest; and their men keep themselves from every unlawful union and from all uncleanness, in the 
hope of  a recompense to come in the other world. Further, if  one or other of  them have bondmen 
and bondwomen or children, through love towards them they persuade them to become Christians, 
and when they have done so, they call them brethren without distinction. They do not worship 
strange gods, and they go their way in all modesty and cheerfulness. Falsehood is not found among 
them; and they love one another, and from widows they do not turn away their esteem; and they 
deliver the orphan from him who treats him harshly. And he, who has, gives to him who has not, 
without boasting. And when they see a stranger, they take him in to their homes and rejoice over 
him as a very brother; for they do not call them brethren after the flesh, but brethren after the spirit 
and in God. And whenever one of  their poor passes from the world, each one of  them according to
his ability gives heed to him and carefully sees to his burial. And if  they hear that one of  their 
number is imprisoned or afflicted on account of  the name of  their Messiah, all of  them anxiously 
minister to his necessity, and if  it is possible to redeem him they set him free. And if  there is among 
them any that is poor and needy, and if  they have no spare food, they fast two or three days in order 
to supply to the needy their lack of  food. They observe the precepts of  their Messiah with much 
care, living justly and soberly as the Lord their God commanded them. Every morning and every 
hour they give thanks and praise to God for His loving-kindnesses toward them; and for their food 
and their drink they offer thanksgiving to Him. And if  any righteous man among them passes from 
the world, they rejoice and offer thanks to God; and they escort his body as if  he were setting out 
from one place to another near. And when a child has been born to one of  them, they give thanks to
God; and if  moreover it happen to die in childhood, they give thanks to God the more, as for one 
who has passed through the world without sins. And further if  they see that anyone of  them dies in 
his ungodliness or in his sins, for him they grieve bitterly, and sorrow as for one who goes to meet 
his doom.
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First Apology – St. Justin Martyr (c. AD 155-157)

Chapter 12. Christians live as under God's eye

And more than all other men are we [Christians] your helpers and allies in promoting peace, seeing 
that we hold this view, that it is alike impossible for the wicked, the covetous, the conspirator, and 
for the virtuous, to escape the notice of  God, and that each man goes to everlasting punishment or 
salvation according to the value of  his actions. For if  all men knew this, no one would choose 
wickedness even for a little, knowing that he goes to the everlasting punishment of  fire; but would 
by all means restrain himself, and adorn himself  with virtue, that he might obtain the good gifts of  
God, and escape the punishments. For those who, on account of  the laws and punishments you 
impose, endeavor to escape detection when they offend (and they offend, too, under the impression 
that it is quite possible to escape your detection, since you are but men), those persons, if  they 
learned and were convinced that nothing, whether actually done or only intended, can escape the 
knowledge of  God, would by all means live decently on account of  the penalties threatened, as even 
you yourselves will admit. But you seem to fear lest all men become righteous, and you no longer 
have any to punish. Such would be the concern of  public executioners, but not of  good princes. But,
as we before said, we are persuaded that these things are prompted by evil spirits, who demand 
sacrifices and service even from those who live unreasonably; but as for you, we presume that you 
who aim at piety and philosophy will do nothing unreasonable. But if  you also, like the foolish, 
prefer custom to truth, do what you have power to do. But just so much power have rulers who 
esteem opinion more than truth, as robbers have in a desert. And that you will not succeed is 
declared by the Word, than whom, after God who begot Him, we know there is no ruler more kingly
and just. For as all shrink from succeeding to the poverty or sufferings or obscurity of  their fathers, 
so whatever the Word forbids us to choose, the sensible man will not choose. That all these things 
should come to pass, I say, our Teacher foretold, He who is both Son and Apostle of  God the 
Father of  all and the Ruler, Jesus Christ; from whom also we have the name of  Christians. Whence 
we become more assured of  all the things He taught us, since whatever He beforehand foretold 
should come to pass, is seen in fact coming to pass; and this is the work of  God, to tell of  a thing 
before it happens, and as it was foretold so to show it happening. It were possible to pause here and 
add no more, reckoning that we demand what is just and true; but because we are well aware that it 
is not easy suddenly to change a mind possessed by ignorance, we intend to add a few things, for the 
sake of  persuading those who love the truth, knowing that it is not impossible to put ignorance to 
flight by presenting the truth.

Chapter 67. Weekly worship of  the Christians

And we afterwards [after the Eucharist] continually remind each other of  these things. And the 
wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are 
supplied, we bless the Maker of  all through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And 
on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the 
memoirs of  the apostles or the writings of  the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then, 
when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of  these 
good things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, 
bread and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and 
thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution
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to each, and a participation of  that over which thanks have been given, and to those who are absent 
a portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; 
and what is collected is deposited with the president, who succors the orphans and widows and 
those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those who are in bonds and the 
strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of  all who are in need. But Sunday is the 
day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God, having 
wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior on the 
same day rose from the dead. For He was crucified on the day before that of  Saturn (Saturday); and 
on the day after that of  Saturn, which is the day of  the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and 
disciples, He taught them these things, which we have submitted to you also for your consideration.

Letter to the Corinthians - St. Clement of  Rome (c. AD 96)

Chapter 55. Examples of  Such Love.

To bring forward some examples from among the heathen: Many kings and princes, in times of  
pestilence, when they had been instructed by an oracle, have given themselves up to death, in order 
that by their own blood they might deliver their fellow citizens [from destruction]. Many have gone 
forth from their own cities, that so sedition might be brought to an end within them. We know many
among ourselves who have given themselves up to bonds, in order that they might ransom others. 
Many, too, have surrendered themselves to slavery, that with the price which they received for 
themselves, they might provide food for others. Many women also, being strengthened by the grace 
of  God, have performed numerous manly exploits. The blessed Judith, when her city was besieged, 
asked of  the elders permission to go forth into the camp of  the strangers; and, exposing herself  to 
danger, she went out for the love which she bare to her country and people then besieged; and the 
Lord delivered Holofernes into the hands of  a woman. [Judith 8:30] Esther also, being perfect in 
faith, exposed herself  to no less danger, in order to deliver the twelve tribes of  Israel from 
impending destruction. For with fasting and humiliation she entreated the everlasting God, who sees
all things; and He, perceiving the humility of  her spirit, delivered the people for whose sake she had 
encountered peril.

The Passion of  Saints Perpetua and Felicity (c. AD 203-204)

V. “A few days later, a rumor circulated that we were to be given a hearing. My father arrived 
from the city, worn with worry; he climbed up to me, in order to change my mind, saying: 'My 
daughter, have pity on my gray hair, have pity on your father, if  I am worthy to be called father by 
you, if  with these hands I have raised you to this flower of  youth, if  I have preferred you to all your 
brothers, do not shame me among men. Think about your brothers, think about your mother and 
your mother's sister, think about your son who will not able able to live without you. Give up your 
pride; do not destroy us all. For, if  you are punished, none of  us will be able to speak freely again.' 
My father said these things to me, as a father would, out of  his love for me, kissing my hands and 
throwing himself  at my feet. Weeping, he no longer called me daughter, but lady. And I grieved for 
my father's anguish, because he alone of  all my family would not rejoice in my suffering. And I tried 
to comfort him saying: 'What God has willed shall be done in the prisoner's platform. Know that we
are no longer in our own power but in God's.' And in great sadness he left me.
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VI. “On another day, while we were eating lunch, we were suddenly rushed off  for a hearing. We 
arrived at the forum and immediately a rumor circulated throughout the neighborhood surrounding 
the forum, and a huge crowd had gathered. We climbed the platform. The others, having been 
questioned, confessed. Then they came to me. And my father appeared in that very place with my 
son and dragged me from the step saying: 'Offer the sacrifice. Have pity on your baby. And 
Hilarianus, the procurator, who at that time had received the right of  the sword on the death of  
proconsul Minucius Timinianus, said: 'Spare the gray hair of  your father, spare your infant son. Offer
the sacrifice for the health of  the emperors.' 'I will not,' I answered. Hilarianus then said: 'Are you a 
Christian?' 'I am a Christian,' I replied. And when my father persisted in his efforts to change my 
mind, Halrianus ordered him to be thrown to the ground and beaten with a rod. My father's 
suffering made me sad, almost as if  I had been beaten. I grieved for his pitiable old age. Then 
Hilarianus pronounced sentence on us all and condemned us to the beasts. And we descended the 
platform and returned cheerfully to prison. But because my baby had become accustomed to nurse 
at my breasts and to stay with me in prison, I immediately sent Pomponius, the deacon, to ask my 
father for the child. But my father would not give him back. And as God willed, the baby no longer 
desired my breasts, nor did they ache and become inflamed, so that I might not be tormented by 
worry for my child or by the pain in my breasts.

Letters – Pliny the Younger (c. AD 112)

96. Pliny to the Emperor Trajan

It is my custom to refer all my difficulties to you, sir, for no one is better able to resolve my doubts 
and inform my ignorance.

I have never been present at an examination of  Christians. Consequently, I do not know the nature 
or the extent of  the punishments usually meted out to them, nor the grounds for starting an 
investigation and how far it should be pressed. Nor am I at all sure whether any distinction should 
be made between them on the grounds of  age, or if  young people and adults should be treated alike;
whether a pardon ought to be granted to anyone retracting his beliefs, or if  he has once professed 
Christianity, he shall gain nothing by renouncing it; and whether it is the mere name of  Christian 
which is punishable, even if  innocent of  crime, or rather the crimes associated with the name.

For the moment this is the line I have taken with all persons brought before me on the charge of  
being Christians. I have asked them in person if  they are Christians, and if  they admit it, I repeat the 
question a second and a third time, with a warning of  the punishment awaiting them. If  they persist,
I order them to be led away for execution; for whatever the nature of  their admission, I am 
convinced that their stubbornness and unshakable obstinacy ought not to go unpunished...

Now that I have begun to deal with this problem, as so often happens, the charges are becoming 
more widespread and increasing in variety. An anonymous pamphlet has been circulated which 
contains the names of  a number of  accused persons. Among these I felt that I should dismiss any 
who denied that they were or ever had been Christians when they had repeated after me a formula 
of  invocation to the gods and had made offerings of  wine and incense to your statue (which I had 
ordered to be brought into court for this purpose along with the images of  the gods), and 

Page 5 of  6



furthermore had reviled the name of  Christ—none of  which things, I understand, any genuine 
Christian can be induced to do.

Others, whose names were given to me by an informer, first admitted the charge and then denied it; 
they said that they had ceased to be Christians two or more years previously, and some of  them even
twenty years ago. They all did reverence to your statue and the images of  the gods in the same way 
as the others, and reviled the name of  Christ. They also declared that the sum total of  their guilt or 
error amounted to no more than this: they had met regularly before dawn on a fixed day to chant 
verses alternately among themselves in honor of  Christ as if  to a god, and also to bind themselves 
by oath, not for any criminal purpose, but to abstain from theft, robbery and adultery, to commit no 
breach of  trust and not to deny a deposit when called on to restore it. After this ceremony it had 
been their custom to disperse and reassemble later to take food of  an ordinary, harmless kind; but 
they had in fact given up this practice since my edict, issued on your instructions, which banned all 
political societies. This made me decide that it was all the more necessary to extract the truth by 
torture from two slave-women, whom they call deaconesses. I found nothing but a degenerate sort 
of  cult carried to extravagant lengths.

I have therefore postponed any further examination and hastened to consult you. The question 
seems to me worthy of  your consideration, especially in view of  the number of  persons endangered;
for a great many individuals of  every age and class, both men and women, are being brought to trial,
and this is likely to continue. It is not only the towns, but villages and rural districts too which are 
infected through contact with this wretched cult. I think though that it is still possible for it to be 
checked and directed to better ends, for there is no doubt that people have begun to throng the 
temples which had been almost entirely deserted for a long time; the sacred rites which had been 
allowed to lapse are being performed again, and flesh of  sacrificial victims is on sale everywhere, 
though up till recently scarcely anyone could be found to buy it. It is easy to infer from this that a 
great many people could be reformed if  they were given an opportunity to repent.

97. Trajan to Pliny

You have followed the right course of  procedure, my dear Pliny, in your examination of  the cases of
persons charged with being Christians, for it is impossible to lay down a general rule to a fixed 
formula. These people must not be hunted out; if  they are brought before you and the charge 
against them is proved, they must be punished, but in the case of  anyone who denies that he is a 
Christian, and makes it clear that he is not by offering prayers to our gods, he is to be pardoned as a 
result of  his repentance however suspect his past conduct may be. But pamphlets circulated 
anonymously must play no part in any accusation. They create the worst sort of  precedent and are 
quite out of  keeping with the spirit of  our age.
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